HIV transmission in the health-care setting. Risks to health-care workers and patients.
Transmission of HIV from patients to health care workers (HCWs) has been documented. Data from surveillance projects and epidemiologic studies provide the basis for evaluation of the risk of HIV transmission in health care settings. Strategies to further reduce this risk should focus on prevention of blood contacts between HCWs and patients through the use of universal precautions and implementation of new or modified medical devices, techniques, and personal protective equipment.